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PREFACE 



The California State Department of Education has been interested and 
concerned with the problem of effectively educating the large portion of 
Mexican-American children in California s public schools. d 

greatest areas of concern lies in accurately assessing the strengths and 
needs of these children since a great number of them have serious 
English language deficits or are essentially non-English speaking. 

The Wasco study represents b \ attempt to assess accurately and totally 
the strengths and needs of rural Mexican-American stuuents in the San Joaquin 
Vatley refion. The information gathered from this study was used to develop 
a comprehensive educational program for Mexican-American students in Has 
and is in the process of being used for the development of several other 
educational programs in the San Joaquin Valley area. 

We are far from our stated goal of accurately and completely assessing 
the needs of the Mexican-American student, but: the Wasco study promises to 
be a big step forward. 

The Department would like to extend its thanks to the Wasco 'j ni ? a " igh 
School District and the Wasco Union Elementary School District for their 
cooperation and assistance in this study. 



EUGENE GONZALES 
Associate Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 



JOHN PLAKOS 
Coordinator, Mexican-American 
Education Research Project 
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I. INTRODUCTION 



The California Mexican-American Education Research Project, with the 
cooperation of the Title III Kern County Research Project and the Wasco 
Elementary School and the Wasco Union High School Districts, initiated 
a research project directed at more effectively educating Mexican- 
American students in the Wasco public schools and throughout the state 
of California, As a part of this research proposal, a specific assessment 
project was undertaken for purposes of aiding these educational agencies 
in their efforts to select and develop curricular approaches and 
techniques which would be suited to the needs of the Mexican-American 
student population. 

This assessment project was directed in part toward the following 
questions: 

(1) What types of additional curricular approaches and materials 1 
would be appropriate for this population? 

(2) What kinds of educational techniques in addition to those 
currently in use are most relevant to this population? 

Purpose 

The purpose of this assessment project was to evaluate the 
educationally relevant strengths and weaknesses of this Hex ican-Arner lean 
student population both in relation to themselves and to the culture-at- 
large. The underlying assumption has been that the cultural patterns which 
constitute the life style of the rural Mexican-American of the area are 
sufficiently divergent from those of the culture-at-large that special 
educational consideration for these students is warranted. 

The outgrowth of this evaluation is intended to suggest both 
curricular approaches and specific educational techniques appropriate 
to this student population. 

In light of the foregoing statement of purpose, answers were sought 
to the following questions': 

(1) In which areas does this population fall significantly 
above or below general population norm6? 

(2) At which grade levels do divergent developmental changes 
occur? 

(3) Are emergent developmental patterns apparent which might 
lead to the development of hypotheses concerning the 
etiology of these divergencies? 
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Population 

The sample chosen for this study was randomly selected from those 
students with Spanish surnames attending Wasco public schools* Twelve 
were originally selected from each grade, pre-school through twelve t and 
the use of occasional substitutes raised this to thirteen. As far as 
possible, an equal number of males and females was chosen for each grade 
level. 

The subsampie, to whom were given a battery of individual tests, 
were randomly chosen from the sample in grades pre-school through first, 
fourth through sixth, and eighth through twelfth* 

Wasco, California, is an agricultural community of about 7,900 
people, located 27 miles northwest of Bakersfield in Kern County. Major 
crops in Wasco are potatoes, cotton, and sugar beets; other crops include 
grapes, alfalfa, onions, and corn. 

Wasco schools consist of two public elementary schools (pre- 
school through fifth) , one junior high school (sixth through eighth) , 
and one high school (ninth through twelfth). There is also one 
Catholic elementary school (first through eighth) » 

The population includes approximately 30 per cent Mexiean-Americans 
and 15 per cent Negroes. A labor camp on the edge of town houses migrant 
workers throughout the spring and Sumner and into the fall. 



